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Rain Barrels: Trash Cans Reused

Though % of the earth is water, only 1% of this is available to us as fresh water. However,
people can make the most of the fresh water available to them by harvesting it. With rain
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the amount of water being treated and used in our water systems. This saves money, conserves
water, and prevents the water from picking up pollutants on its way to the storm sewers. Also,
it lessens the burden on the public water system, which ultimately saves tax dollars. Rainwater
provides a free and continuous source of soft, chlorine and fluoride free water that plants
crave. With a typical Lakewood roof and moderate rain, a person can collect about 150 gallons
per hour! As people use up to 60% of their municipal water on maintaining their lawn and
landscaping, utilizing repurposed trashcans for rain barrels is an excellent way to save money
while conserving water!

What youQ fekd:

9 A hole-free and thoroughly
cleaned trash can, preferably
round rather than rectangular
and plastic rather than metallic
Drill
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2 Rubber Washers
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A downspout diverter, such as
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The Garden Watersaver
(Gardenwatersaver.com)
1 Downspout diverter
connections (diverter-specific)
9 Cinder blocks or other sturdy
way to keep barrel raised above
ground level




Stepsto convert atrash caninto a rain barrel:

1. Clean your trash can and test for leaks.

2.5NRE t | ™ ptkedattdm oKtBeftr&h cyhQ diddlJ
wall for the spigot.

3. Run the MIP adapter thru the hole from the inside and
assemble the washerand¢ ¢ FSYI £ S &L 3
and tighten for a water-tight seal.

4. Repeat steps 2 and 3 for the overflow valve located at the
top of the trash canQ side wall. This hole should be
placed for easy diversion of overflow either away from
the house, into a drain, or into a second rain barrel.
Instead of a spigot, install a hose here to divert the water.

5. Drill an appropriately sized hole for your downspout
diverter connection in the top (will depend on what sort
of diverter you have).

6. Make connections to diverter.

7. Set rain barrel up on cinder blocks and enjoy! If installing
more than one rain barrel, the first should be the highest,
descending toward the last barrel.

Notes:

9 Secure rain barrels so they do not tip over; a full
rain barrel weighs over 400 pounds!

9 Be sure to place the barrel on cinder blocks ¢
the higher the barrel, the more water pressure
you will be able to get from it.
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infestations. Use tight seals and, if not able to
use the original trash can lid, be sure to use
netting to keep out insects.

9 Drain away from the house and be sure all seals
are water-tight to protect your foundation and
basement.

1 Use for flowerbeds and your lawn. Ideally,
connect to a soaker hose early in the day or fill
and use watering cans. Do NOT drink the water.

9 Make sure to clean and store your rain barrel in
the winter.




Beautifying your rain barrel:
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attractive, like painting, plant cover, and fencing. Painting can be easier than you think, even if you
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climbing plant, or can plant some, you can use its growth cover up/camouflage the barrel. And, if you
really want to hide it, you can use fencing commonly used to hide exterior air conditioning units.

Other ways to save water:

If saving water with your rain barrel has inspired you to conserve water elsewhere, try watering in
the morning or after sunset, so you lose less to evaporation, and water deeply rather than
frequently. Keep native plants, as they are used to the climate and will need less additional water.
Use a broom rather than the hose to clean off your driveway, sidewalk, or porch. And, try collecting
water from inside the house as well: water used to cook pasta or water run while you wait for it to
heat or cool can be saved for plants.




FurtherResources:
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http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/services-educ-RainBarrels.htm

N The Garden Water Saver, http://www.gardenwatersaver.com

1 Other downspout connectors, rain barrel kits, and supplies available from a variety of
sources, including http://www.amazon.com

9 The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), http://www.epa.gov/region3/p2/make-

rainbarrel.pdf
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9 Rain Gardens: Managing Water Sustainably in the Garden & Designed Landscape by Nigel
Dunnett, Timber Press, 2007
9 Design for Water: Rainwater Harvesting, Stormwater Catchment, and Alternate Water Reuse

by Heather Kinkade-Levario, New Society Publishers, 2007

9 The Rain Garden Planner: Seven Steps to Conserving and Making Water in the Garden by
Terry Wallace, Schiffer Publishing, 2008

9 Books on environmentally-friendly gardening available at the Lakewood Public Library,
generally in sections 635.0484 and 635.95

9 The Online Rainwater Harvesting Community, http://www.harvesth2o0.com

1 Supplies and advice available at:

THE NUTS AND BOLTS FOR ALL YOUR PROJECTS

16608 Madison Avenue
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there are a number of options out there, available from places like www.gardeners.com,
www.aquabarrel.com, and www.composters.com, | YR | 2 YS 5 S Laldcing others|

varying in size, color, and materials, as well as price.
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